Creating new harmony in a
community through restoration,
preservation, and utilization

Start with an old gymnasium in disrepair. Mix in commit-
ted students seeking a meaningful project where they
can apply problem-based learning strategies. Soon
you have the “New Harmony Ribeyre Gymnasium
Restoration Project” — a showcase CILC Vista
community partnership.
This project features middle and high school
students joining with community members for
a cause: “to enhance the quality of life in this
community through the redevelopment of
this historic structure.” The project involves
students, teachers, an architect, and other
community members working toward a
unified goal.
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Impact on Learning Event Stats

n Students” awareness of their communities — awareness of issues within Number of participating students. . . .. 30

the community and the development of skills to be active members of the
community — grew significantly.

n Community leaders and citizens were accessed more often as resources.
Community partners:
Red Geranium Enterprises,
town president, and other
» Over 70% of participating teachers indicated that presentation skills, community members
problem solving skills, and research skills became key components of
the process.

» Collaboration opportunities with teachers and students at other schools
were tapped more frequently.
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